TENNESSEE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
" OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372439375

MEMORANDUM

To: Special Education SupervisorsfDirectors
Principals Public/Private S¢hools

Ffom:?:kzseph Fisher, Assistant Cummissioner
Date: Aprit 23, 2001
Re: Extended Schaool Year Services (ESY)

At the and of each schoal year, questions coatinue ta adse concening the obligation of school districts in
providing ESY setvices. As you are aware, each yeac as \EP teams developfrevise student IEP's, there
must be 3 considecation of an individug! student's need for ESY services. There are several factors that
aced to be considered when establishing eligibility for secvices:

<« Degree of regressionftime for skill:recoupment )
« Degree of disabitity

« Pacenl skills and abilities - the abi!ity of the student’s parent to provide educational struclure
at home

.‘ The student rate of progress (whan compared (o other children with the same or simitar disability)
- Teacher and parentinlerviews acd recommendations

« Data-based observations of the pupit

« Consideration of any behavioraliphysical problems

«  Least Restrictive Environment cousiderations ( the ability of the student to inleract with non-disabled
peers)

« The availability of altemative (community) resources for serving the studeat
- Areas in the studeal's program/cpsiculum which require continuous attention. and
- Considecation of the student’s vocalional nceds

The regression~ecoupment factor is telated 1o the amount of time required lo releam skills or behaviors that

becomes so significant as to in!erferei with ‘ongoing educationat progress. While this is but one area of
considecation., il is aecessary for schdols o have i place a system lo allow focits documentation. This may
be done through dala coffection priordo and after an extended break in the school year, (i.e. Chastmas

toliday. spring break. efc ).

The (EP team’s dedision regarding ESY services must U based on data collecton. This can be deteamined
through recoed reviews interview with parents and studeats and classroom-based checklist of skills taught.
retained and/or fost. Additionally LRE. the avaitability of community resaurces aad curiculum aceds must
be considered as well. Cocumentation on the 1EP should wclude tioth the decision and exptanation on how
the decinion was dotormined. {f the taam facts that thoee is inadeauate informaltion to suppod R dacision
regarding ESY scrvices, there should be a clearfcandisa statement as 10 when the decision wilt be ke
and the data that must be collected td make that decision.



